They ‘vave their blood and lives" |

The stories of seven Black Civil War Bﬂhm-m-
 left, great-great
veterans buried in a Lenox cemetery ‘“
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. Lewis, a Boston-based cultural historian,
poet and novelist, told The Eagle that the
upcoming Juneteenth federal holiday on
Monday is the ideal time to commemorate
the role played by Berkshire County’s Afri-
can American soldiers who fought to save
the Union. Lewis, now retired, directed the
William Monroe Trotter Institute for the
Study of Black Culture at the University of
Massachusetts Boston from 2004 to 2019.

to the National Archives,

According :
by the end of the Civil War, about 179,000

Black men (10 percent of the Union Army)
-had served in the U.S. Army, and another

19,000 in the Navy. Nearly 40,000 Black sol-

diers died during the war — 30,000 of infec-
tion or disease.

Bradley — whe died in 1865 of dysen-
tery, contracted during the war — and
three others buried at the Church on the
Hill cemetery served in the 54th Massa-
chusetts Infantry Regiment from 1863 to
1865. Spearheaded by abolitionist leader
Frederick Douglass and supported by Mas-
sachusetts Gov. John Albion Andrew, the
regiment consisted of African-American
enlisted men commanded by Col. Robert
Gould Shaw and other white officers.

The service of the 54th Massachusetts,
particularly their charge during the Second
Battle of Fort Wagner in South Carolina,
became one of the best-known episodes of
the war, chronicled in the 1989 film “Glo-
ry,” starring Denzel Washington, Morgan
Freeman t;nw:tgyhepz Broderick. It was
based on the ter Burchard, “One
Gallant Rush: Robert Gould Shaw and His
Bra(\;e;erlack Regiment.”

“Our nation’s cemeteries are reposito-
ﬁogmtsiltory gxn‘e?l the r11)(eople who pr‘:s?rve

m do the sacred work of brance,”
Le;‘gs ey remem ce,
~ She noted that Bradley and his famil
wereﬁnmtheAshleyFaynsaregisofs},ez
field, the county’s earliest European settle-
ment; he later relocated to Adams for work
His widow, Samantha, moved to Lenox

after the Civil War. Bradley’s headstone, -

made by Gross Marble in was installed
.at the Church on the Hﬂl[c‘:g,neterymlz 1890
H?hadbeeninterredoﬁginanyinAdams-
‘There was a groundswell of African
- cans from the Berkshires who vol-
setts,teered" to fight with the 54th Massachu-
the 55t]leteWi.s said. Some also fought with
chusetts Regiment and the
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PHOTOS BY BEN GARVER — THE BERKSHIRE EAGLE
Sheffield native Jeremiah Bradley’s restored headstone at the Church on the Hill cemetery
in Lenox. Bradley is among seven Black Civil War veterans interred at the cemetery.
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- restored significant expansion in the mid-1800s. -
Conde The early Black enclave in Lenox de-
' ‘rived from an indentured community
that was hardworking, often of Dutch
extraction, Lewis said. Members of the
Van der Zee family, for example, oper-
ated a laundry and also a bakery, which
made hosts for Trinity Church, where the
Whitneys and Vanderbilts worshipped in
‘summer. James van der Zee, a leading
~ Harlem Renaissance photographer, re-
n ceived his early training in music and art
with  in Lenox. .
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