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SCALE 

AREA FORM NO. 

HD 

Town Lenox 

Address Main Street 

Historic Name Church on the H i l l 

(Congregational Church) 

Use: Present church 

Original church 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1805 

Source _ 

Style Federal 

Church hi.qtorv 

Architect Benjamin Goodrich (from design by 
Asher Benjamin) 

Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings none 

clapboard 

Major Alterations (with dates) interior 

r: iova:. ?<\ 1840. 1866. 1940. 1950 

Condition 8
o o d

 (currently undergoing 

restoration) 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 

Setting Situated in a prominent position on 

the h i l l at the northern edge of Lenox 

village. The white steeple of the church i s 

visible from miles around. 

Recorded by Marcia Beals Brown 

Organization Lenox Historical Commission 

Date March
 1

5, 1979 (updated January 1987) 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Church on the H i l l i s an excellent example of the classical-inspired 
New England church, which eveloved from earlier barn-like meetinghouses after 
1800. The development of this style probably began in Berkshire County, with 
the Pittsfield church designed by Charles Bulfinch between 1789 and 1793. Bulfinch, 
who was influenced by the English Renaissance architect Sir Christopher Wren, in 
turn influenced Asher Benjamin, whose book Country Building Assistant was published 
in 1797. Lenox's Congregational Church was based in large part on plate #33 of that 
book. The steeple, with some modifications, i s taken from Benjamin's design. 
However the lower part of the tower, with i t s central door and pilasters, i s like 
the Pittsfield church, and reflects the style of Charles Bulfinch. Benjamin 
Goodrich, who oversaw construction of this church, was not only a competent 
builder but a resourceful country artisan, who s k i l l f u l l y and tastefully blended 
the different design elements. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

In 1803, a special town meeting was called in Lenox, and i t was voted to 
begin construction of a new church, to replace the meetinghouse which had been 
built about 1770. The new church was to be built on or near the same s i t e . 

^ The church was completed in 1805, and on the f i r s t day of 1806 i t was dedicated 
* in a service led by Rev. Samuel Shepard. As the o f f i c i a l town and state church, 

i t held an important place in the political and social, as well as religious l i f e 
of Lenox. Although other churches were incorporated in the early nineteenth 
century, and their members exempted from paying taxes to support the Congregational 
Church, this church was not disestablished until 1834, and even then retained i t s 
important position in the town. 

"The Church on the H i l l " , as i t came to be known, was prized by visitors to 
Lenox for i t s picturesque beauty and i t s embodiment of New England tradition. 
Guide books never failed to mention i t , and i t s white steeple became a landmark, 
visible for miles around. Even the wealthy summer residents who belonged to the 
Episcopalian Church took a special interest in the Church on the H i l l , and 
contributed to i t s restoration. Today the Church on the Hi l l s t i l l stands as 
a symbol of Lenox's history. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Church records 
"The Church on the Lenox Hilltop...", New England Magazine. October 1900. 
Lenox - Massachusetts Shire Town. David H. Wood, 1969 

i 
J 
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1. Town LENOX 

Address Main S t r e e t 

Name Church on the H i l l 

Present use church 

Present owner United Church of C h r i s t 

3. Description: 

Date 1805 

Source H i s t o r y of Church 

Style F e d e r a l - C o l o n i a l 
b u i l t from p l a t e #33 i n 

ArchitectAsher Benjamin's "Country 
B u i l d e r ' s A s s i s t a n t " 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features p a l l a d i a n windows i n bay, 
and b e l l t o w e r ;— r o s e window a I 
r e a r of church(above a l t e r i n s i d e ) ; 
wrought i r o n & marble fence wi th 
wrought i r o n gates surround property 

' 1840, 1866 
Altered Yes Date 1940,1950 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less X Over one acre 
not i n c l u d i n g cemetary-

Approximate frontage 150 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

40 f e e t 

6. Recorded by Marcia B e a l s Brown 

Organization Lenox H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

JUN - 6 1979 

MASS.,'""̂ . COMM. 



LcJVJ.i 

7. Original owner (if known) Town of Lenox owned property with f i r s t meeting house. 

Original use church and meetinghouse 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural XX 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political XX 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Architectural - the s t e e p l e , as w e l l as some aspects of the lower f l o o r s 

r e f l e c t Asher Benjamin's i n f l u e n c e . However, the lower 
h a l f of the tower with i t s l a r g e s i n g l e center door and 
tower q u i t e a c c u r a t e l y r e f l e c t the s t y l e of C h a r l e s 
B u l f i n c h . Benjamin Goodrich was not only a competent 
b u i l d e r but a l s o a r e s o u r c e f u l country a r t i s a n who 
s k i l l f u l l y and t a s t e f u l l y blended 2 schools of New 
England a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

Community development & P o l i t i c a l - a l a r g e r meetinghouse where 
townspeople could meet. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records 
early maps, etc.) 

The Church on the H i l l by Mrs. John J . P i t h a , Rev. H a r r i s B. 
H i n c h c l i f f , Helen & Mary MacDonald, and Mrs. 
Walter H. Ramsey, J r . 



BUILDINGS 
T h e Church on the Hi l l " 

by 
R E V . H A R R I S B. H I N C H C U F F 

Details of the first meetinghouse in Lenox are lost to the dim memories of the 
past. It stood a little southwest of the present church, next to the graveyard, and 
akhougb begun m 1770, the 46 x 36 foot structure was not completed until 1775. 
Ever after the new (present) meetinghouse was built, the town continued to 
hold its business meetings in the old structure until it was sold at public auction 
in M a y , 1806, for $205.51. Many of the timbers of that old buiiding rendered even 
further service in farms and dwelling places of the town. The church archives con' 
tain several small pieces of wood, prepared and annotated by Eldad Post in 1882, 
from the first meetinghouse. 

The present building was authorized March 14, 1303, at the Annual Town 
Meeting. A contract was signed October 19, 1503, between Berjamin D. Good­
rich, Jr., of Richmond, Mass., and a committee appointed by the town for the 
construction or the new building. Trie contract called for completion of the build­
ing by October 1, 1805, for which M r . Goodrich was to be paid $4,833.33. The 
"hill of materials," aiso in the archives, totaled $2,153.66. 

The contract specifies that "the body of the House (is) to be 64 feet long and 
SO feet wide and a proiectson of 8 feet by 26 at the south end for a tower or steeple, 
the posts of the house to be 2? feet high." The upper pillars inside the building 
were directed "to be cf the Ionic order with Capitals of the same order, the arch 
over the body of the House to be an elliptical arch; the front gallery to be made 
in a circular manner." The original pulpit was "built upon a Post with a Corin­
thian Capital, with two flights of stairs the railing and banister of which to be of 
good cherry or mahogany wood." Windows of 24 squares each, "of glass 9 x 11", 
also were specified, as was "a double door m the front of the Tower, and a singie 
doer on each c :d of the same." Trie roof and sides of the building are "boarded 
with good hemlock beards." while the mterior was "done with good clear staff." 
A 'lightning rod of refined iron" costing $25.00 also was required, as was an 

"efcgarrt iron vane and brass ball properiy gilt and ornamented" ($30.00) and a 
iocs and key for the outside door ($4.50)." In the b'ght of present building costs, 
it is of interest to know that the hemlock boards for roof and siding cost the people 
ah of $4000, while the "pine Clapboards 5 6 thick and 8 inches wide, free of knots 
sod shakes" were baled at $130.00. 
.The architecture of the meetinghouse is somewhat of a mystery as to its origin 

wd dsrgrrc. The contract clearly specifies that "The steeple and the workman-

S 

chip of it (was)'» be naatfe conformable to tfacpfiSTcf'a steeple lisdTJbwn iripfc . 
ipij. * E » 'Btnpmm'a Country Builders Assistant/ " Gearly the sc^pl^, as v. |_c? ^ 
as some aspects of the lower floors do refect Asher Bcnjamm's influence.; However, 
the lower half cf the tower with its large single center door and-smaller side en­
trances, and the Palladian windows in the bay and tower (two of which vers zz-
plaa.JK:"7l!&-:<iyk) quite accurately refect the style of Charles Bulfinch. Pcrhnrs. 
all that can be concluded is that Benjamin Goodrich was not only a compctant 
builder but also a resourceful country artisan who skillfully and tastefully blended 
two schools of New England architecture popular in that period. 

Employing "any of the mechanics of said town of Lenox, who are or may be 
Proprietors in said house, who are able and willmg to perform any part of the work 
as well and upon as reasonable terms as he can procure it done by others," Good­
rich completed bis work according to specifications and the dedication was held 
on Wednesday, January 1, 1806. 

It takes a slight bit of imagination to picture the bare and prosaic interior,*a-
the meetinghouse back then. O n each side of the center aisle, or "aHey^as ft was 
called, were rows of seven box pews with numbers painted em the door according 
to their order of choice. Next to the outside wails, and separated fern the rzzzr. 
pews by two side aisles, were five long narrow pews. O n ~rh side cf the puir.it 
were four pews extending into the body of the church, and beneath and m frenr -
of the puipit w.s_the Deacons' seat. The circular pulpit itserf was not iargs. but 
it was high in order that the minister might see ail his congregation seated either 
within their individual pews, or behind the high gallery front. 

Contrary to the current emphasis to retain or copy the "colnruai style," the 
church of the past stnved to be contemporary. Theologically, such efforts may be 
laudable, but for lovers of antiquity, modernization is anathema. However one 
feels, the meetinghouse has undergone several interior transformations. 

In 1840. the first alterations in the floor plan were made. The box pews wore . 
changed to "slips," the center alley was abolished and replaced ̂by larger sxfe 
aisles, the pulpit and ̂ .dkry front were lowered, and stoves were installed in the 
back cf the mam room. 

With the advent of a regular choir in 1850, the rear gallery was appropriated 
for its use and a musical instrument called a "Seraphim" was ins^iecLfbr ths-sup» 
port of the singers. In 1868, the present Johnson tracker-actEC pipe err^^wasin-
stalled. 

In 1866. the floor plan of the meetmghnijy as it preserttly r.i.sts was setup, ssc 
in 1880 a society of young women of the church f ^ ^ . r ^ ? p*^';"""""-" nf-rfi? «':-:rrr 
wall of the building and installed the present platform and puirdt. 
Other histories of the church detail the many gifts received, such as zbz EgjJss-. 

ton Baptismal lost, the Jessup Steeple Clock and the Rabbfns Fenr^suxriuriing; 

the church lot 
In the late 1940's and throughout the 1950's the stagrrtghpuse received rather 

continuous efforts of modernisation. Ekctricity was finally brought in, ofi brating 
was installed, so that for the first time in many years services might be conducted 
on The Hill throughout the winter, and the entire interior was. scrubbed and 
painted whiter—: 
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